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and flinging it into a rapid stream; it not only carried
away the sand, etc., but filled tip the moat, and leveled
that noble area, where now the garden and fountain is.
The first occasion of my brother making this alteration
was nay building the little retiring place between the
great wood eastward next the meadow, where, some time
after my father's death, I made a triangular pond, or
little stew, with an artificial rock after my coming out
of Flanders.

29th March, 1652. I heard that excellent prelate, the
primate of Ireland (Jacobus Usher) preach in Lin-
coln's Inn, on Heb. iv. 16, encouraging of penitent sin-
ners.

5th April, 1652. My brother George brought to Sayes
Court Cromwells Act of Oblivion to all that would sub-
mit to the Government.

i3th April, 1652. News was brought me that Lady
Cotton, my brother George's wife was delivered of a son.

I was moved by a letter out of France to publish the
letter which some time since I sent to Dean Cosin's pros-
elyted son; but 1 did not conceive it convenient, foi1
fear of displeasing her Majesty, the Queen.

15th April, 1652. I wrote to the Dean, touching my
buying his library, which was one of the choicest collec-
tions of any private person in England.

The Count de Strade most generously and handsomely
sent me the picture of my wife from Dunkirk, in a large,
tin case without any charge. It is of Mr. Bourdon, and
is that which has the dog in it, and is to the knees, but
it has been somewhat spoiled by washing it ignorantly
with soapsuds.

25th April, 1652. I went to visit Alderman Kendrick,
a fanatic Lord Mayor, who had married a relation of ours,
where I met with a Captain who had been thirteen times
to the East Indies.

29th April, 1652. Was that celebrated eclipse of the
sun, so much threatened by the astrologers, and which
had so exceedingly alarmed the whole nation that hardly
any one would work, nor stir out of their houses. So
ridiculously were they abused by knavish and ignorant
star-gazers.

We went this afternoon to see the Qaeen's house at
Greenwich, now given by the rebels to Bulstrode White-with a moat within
